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Programme  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10h30: inaugural lecture on "European solidarity at the time of the 
Ukrainian crisis" by Isabelle Bosse-Platière, Professor of Public Law at the 
University of Rennes 1 and winner of a European Jean Monnet Chair in 
2014 
 
11h30 : Signing of the Scientific Interest Group convention  
 
12h : A cocktail will be served after the signing at the Espace Jean Raux. 

 



Press release 
 

 
The Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence in Rennes becomes a Scientific Interest Group 
 
The Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence in Rennes becomes a Scientific Interest Group (GIS) on June 
25th 2015, and formalizes four new partnerships. The Centre is a pool of scientific skills on European 
integration issues, which initiates important synergies between all actors. 
 
As a pool of scientific skills on European integration issues, the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence in 
Rennes (MYJC) permits collaborations and exchanges between Jean Monnet Chairs, University lecturers 
and researchers of the Universities of Rennes 1, Rennes 2, the Ecole Normale Supérieure de Rennes 
and Telecom Bretagne. 
 
 
The JMC extends its influence at regional level 
 
By evolving into a Scientific Interest Group (GIS), the JMC 
welcomes four new partners: 
 
• Agrocampus, 
• Sciences Po Rennes, 
• The military academy of Saint Cyr Coëtquidan which has recently obtained a Jean Monnet Chair 
in European history, 
• The School of Advanced Public Health (EHESP), winner of a Jean Monnet Module in 2014. 
 
The signing of the Convention creating the Scientific Interest Group « Centre of Excellence Jean Monnet 
in Rennes » will take place on June 25th 2015, in Rennes,. It will be preceded by an inaugural lecture, 
open to everyone, on "European solidarity at the time of the Ukrainian crisis" by Isabelle Bosse-Platière, 
Professor of Public Law at the University of Rennes 1 and winner of a European Jean Monnet Chair in 
2014  
 
The JMC, an internationally renowned platform 
 
Three times accredited by the European Commission between 1998 and 2011, the 
JMC is now headed by Danielle Charles-Le Bihan, Professor at the University of 
Rennes 2. 
 
The centre brings together: 
 
• 9 European Jean Monnet Chairs (teaching positions with a specialization in European integration 
studies) 
• 7 laboratories including 6 joint research units, 
• and nearly 80 researchers and academics in the field of humanities and social sciences (in law, 
economics, geography, management, history, political science ...). 
 
The Scientific Interest Group, whose main research topic is 'Europe', will boost synergy around common 
themes and interdisciplinary research between all these actors. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



The Jean Monnet Centre 
of excellence in Rennes 
 
 
The JMCE is one of the pioneer centres set up by the European Commission to allow the emergence of scientific pools of multidisciplinary 
research on Europe. It was created after the establishment of Jean Monnet Centres of Excellence by the Commission in the framework of the 
Jean Monnet Programme in 1998 on the initiative of Professor Jean Raux . 
 
The University of Rennes 1 has a long tradition of research into and teaching of European law. By the early 1960s, for the first time in France, 
a course on European law was set up in Rennes on the initiative of Professor Pierre-Henri Teitgen. In 1962-1963: Jean Raux, then a PhD 
student and assistant lecturer at the Law Faculty of Rennes, taught a course on European organizations in which he highlighted the 
importance of the European Communities. In 1964, Jean Raux, now a lecturer, created a course on 'External Relationships of the European 
Communities "as part of a Public Law Degree and set up the Centre for Documentation and Research which was to become the European 
Centre for European Research in Rennes (CEDRE). The centre was already tasked with  receiving the official documentation of the European 
Communities and making it available to researchers and the public. The same year, Jean Raux obtained his PhD on "the external relationships 
of the European Economic Community", a thesis for which he won a prize from the Law faculty and was awarded a scholarship from the 
European Communities. 
 
Jean Raux, "founding father" of the Jean Monnet Centre 
 
Assistant professor from 1967 to 1971, Jean Raux became Lecturer in 1972 and Professor in 1976. The CEDRE, which is now a research 
team in The Western Institute of Law and European Studies, was associated with the CNRS in 1981. Professor Raux was the true "founding 
father" of a Community law School of international reputation in Rennes. A gifted educator, available and accessible, he trained generations of 
students who now occupy high positions in local, national and European, in academic institutions, law firms and companies. In 1971, he 
created the Higher Degree  of European Public Law which was to become the Diploma of Advanced European Law Studies and DEA 
Community law in 1980, now called "Master of European Union law and law of the WTO ". He was in charge of this degree until 1995 before 
handing the leadership over to Professor Joel Lebullenger. He was Deputy Mayor of Rennes, in charge of  international relations and 
European affairs from 1983 to 1995. In 1992 he became an “exceptional class” Professor and obtained the same year one of the first 
European Jean Monnet Chairs awarded in France. In 1993, he entrusted the leadership to Professor Catherine Flaesch-Mougin who became 
Head of the CEDRE before creating in 1998 the Pole Jean Monnet within the University of Rennes 1. 
 
The Centre continued to grow and became an inter-institutional and a truly multidisplinary centre (law, economics, history, geography, 
planning, political science). 
 
In 2005, accredited a second time by the Commission under the name "Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence", the JMCE became an inter-
institutional Centre bringing together the two universities in Rennes and, subsequently,  the Ecole Normale Supérieure de Cachan-Antenne de 
Bretagne in  2008 and Telecom Bretagne in 2011. Under the direction of Catherine Flaesch-Mougin, to whom the Jean Monnet prize was 
awarded in 2009, the Centre, which was accredited for the 3rd time by the Commission in 2011, has earned  a worldwide reputation. 
 
Today the Centre has moved into its own premises , the "Espace Jean Raux ', inaugurated on 25 June 2013, which gives  a better visibility to 
its activities,  already well known to the citizens of Rennes through the success of its public lectures called " The rendez-vous d’Europe ". The 
Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence in Rennes has since then been headed by Danielle Charles-Le Bihan, Professor at the University of 
Rennes 2 and holder of a European Jean Monnet Chair. 
 
 
The centre brings together: 
 

• 9 European Jean Monnet Chairs (teaching and research positions with a specialization in European integration studies) 
 

• 7 laboratories including 6 joint research units, 
 

• and nearly 80 researchers and academics in the field of humanities and social sciences (in law, economics, geography, 
management, history, political science ...). 

 
  
 
The Scientific Interest Group, whose main research topic is 'Europe', will boost synergy around common themes and interdisciplinary research 
between all these actors. 
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