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The search for efficiency represents one of the most effective means for achieving several goals,
such as increasing economic sustainability, fostering international cost competitiveness and
reducing polluting emissions (Costantini et al., 2018). In particular, obtaining a more sustainable
and affordable system is recognised as an important challenge for future world development.

The literature concerning growth theory (Romer, 1994; Krugman, 1991) and innovation systems
(Lundvall, 1992) outlines the importance of knowledge diffusion process for firms' productivity
and economic growth. In particular, firms try to innovate by generating the technological
knowledge necessary for developing new products and production processes or improving those
already in existence. Firms' innovative capability depends on their ability to combine existing
knowledge flowing from other firms to create new knowledge (Nieto & Quevedo, 2005), the so-
called 'knowledge spillovers' (Griliches, 1979).

The objective of this special issue is to consider studies relative to the public policies favouring
the research and development expenditures (R&D) or patent data in different industries (Mohsen
B, 2013) and countries (Aldieri, 2016; Vinci, 2018).

Theoretical and empirical contributions on the economics of innovation and relative public
policies are welcome for this special issue.

Please refer to the following articles:

C?lin Gur?u, Leo-Paul Dana, Frank Lasch, (2012) "Academic entrepreneurship in UK
biotechnology firms: Alternative models and the associated performance", Journal of
Enterprising Communities: People and Places in the Global Economy, Vol. 6 Issue: 2, pp.154-
168, https://doi.org/10.1108/17506201211228958
Aldieri L. & Vinci C. P., (2018). Green Economy and Sustainable Development: The Economic
Impact of Innovationon Employment, Sustainability, 10, 3541, DOI: 10.3390/su10103541.
Mohsen B., (2013): Indicateurs statistiques de performance économique et du
positionnement mondial de l’industrie minière en Tunisie (1990 - 2010): Regard avant la
révolution 2011. Book of Acts, Informal economy and development: employment, financing
and regulation in a context of crisis, "the University Paris-Est-Créteil, 6, 7 and 8 June 2013
Paris, France.
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Sena V. & Vinci C. P., (2018). Domestic R&D Spillovers and Absorptive Capacity: Some
Evidence for US, Europe and Japan, International Journal of Production Economics, 198, 38-
49.
Costantini V., Crespi F. and Paglialunga E., (2018). The employment impact of private and
public actions for energyefficiency: Evidence from Europeanindustries. Energy Policy, 119,
250-267.
Griliches Z., (1979). Issues in assessing the contribution of R&D to productivitygrowth. Bell
Journal of Economics, 10, 92-116.
Krugman P. R., (1991). Geography and Trade. Cambridge: MIT Press.
Lundvall, B. A., (1992). User-producer relationships, national systems of innovation and
internationalisation. National Systems of Innovation: Towards a Theory of Innovation and
Interactive Learning, 45–67.
Nieto, Quevedo P., (2005). Absorptive capacity, technological opportunity, knowledge
spillovers, and innovative effort, Technovation, 25, 1141–1157
Romer, M.,(1994). The origins of endogenous growth, The Journal of Economic Perspectives,
8(1), 3–22

Subject Coverage
Suitable topics include, but are not limited, to the following:

Web intelligence technologies and public/private firms
Big data, neurosciences and data science vs. productivity
Knowledge discovery and management
Intelligent agent systems
Data science and uncertainty management
Digital transformation processes in the private and public sectors
e-Governance vs. productivity
e-Commerce vs. productivity
Digital marketing vs. productivity
e-Finance vs. productivity
e-Learning and cloud education vs. productivity
Balance of trade and big data
Utilising big data in sustainable development
Digital business models vs. productivity

Notes for Prospective Authors
Submitted papers should not have been previously published nor be currently under
consideration for publication elsewhere. (N.B. Conference papers may only be submitted if the
paper has been completely re-written and if appropriate written permissions have been obtained
from any copyright holders of the original paper).

All papers are refereed through a peer review process.

All papers must be submitted online. To submit a paper, please read our Submitting articles
page.

If you have any queries concerning this special issue, please email the Guest Editors:
Dr. Luigi Aldieri: laldieri@unisa.it
Dr. Mohsen Brahmi: brahmi.mohsen@gamil.com
Dr. Concetto Paolo Vinci: cpvinci@unisa.it

Important Dates
Manuscripts due by: 31 December, 2020
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