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Abstract

In this paper, we study the effect on academic achievement of the overlap between urban
and education placed-based policies in France. The identification challenge comes from
the fact that the three nested units of analysis (namely the neighborhood, the school, and
the individual) create two potential bias due to i) location choices, ii) and school choices.
To disentangle the effects of urban and education placed-based policies, we propose to use
regression discontinuities at the boundaries of treated zones. We use very precise geocoded
data at the three levels of analysis to investigate the net effect of each type of programs,
as well as potential interaction effects. Preliminary results suggest that the net effect on
academic achievement of placed-based policies is negative, but that interaction effects, if

any, are positive.
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